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Ole Miss scales Rocky Top

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Ole Miss wide receiver Braylon Sanders evades a tackle by an Arkansas defender in a game on Oct. 9.
SEE TENNESSEE PAGE 6

Goodbye Zoom,
hello campus
MARY BOYTE

thedmnews@gmail.com

After a full year of online, Zoom
and hybrid classes, the University of
Mississippi campus is coming back to
life. The overall feeling surrounding
the return to full in-person operations
is shared by students and faculty
alike: thankful.
In March 2020, the university

campus was suddenly abandoned.
Students were encouraged to return
to their hometowns in an effort to
stop the spread of COVID-19. The
campus would not be the same for
over a year. For the 2020-2021 school
year, classes would be held online,
over Zoom or occasionally in person.
The pandemic halted nearly every
aspect of Ole Miss, leaving students
and faculty to adjust their daily lives.
P rofessors were among the first

forced to step back and reevaluate
their typical operations. Many had
never taught online before and had
to quickly figure out how to deliver
lessons over the internet.
Kristen Walker, instructor of
French, reflected on the difficulties
she faced while switching to Zoom.

“ For me, one of the most

challenging things was because
everyone had to be muted, it was
hard to know if things were being
understood,” Walker said.
W alker also acknowledged the

loss of basic human connection that
accompanies the muted screens of
Zoom.
“ I would say something funny and
although I could see people laughing,
it was not the same as hearing their
laughter,” Walker said.
T iffany

Benson,
a
biology
professor, faced similar setbacks
during the pandemic. She said
overall, she did not mind teaching
through Zoom. However, she found it
difficult to find ways to engage both
students present in the classroom
and those attending by Zoom in
hybrid classes.
“ I had to completely think

through active learning exercises so
that students not in the room could
be involved to the extent students in
the room were,” Benson said.
Both Walker and Benson said
they’re glad to have last year behind
them and to interact with students
face to face again.
“Oh, without question, I prefer

SEE TRANSITION PAGE 3

UM cats purr for FURR
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BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

In 2001, the University of
Mississippi experienced a plethora of
stray cat colonies on campus, adding
up to about 200 cats. Instead of
capturing and euthanizing the cats, the
university created the Feral University
Rebel Rescuers to combat the growing
population.
FURR’s purpose is to minimize the
population of feral cat colonies that
reside in the Oxford and Lafayette

County community, have updated
vaccination records, as well as feed the
cats.
Natascha Techen, official staff
advisor, Conny Parham, treasurer, and
Lisa Hartman, volunteer coordinator,
are the only ones left that run FURR.
Stray cat colonies exist everywhere,
but for Oxford in particular, the
abundance of garbage cans and food
waste from big sporting events causes
herds of cats to reside here.
Natascha Techen said that in order
to reduce the feral cat population, cats
must get neutered or spayed. She urges

SEE CATS PAGE 2
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continued from page 1
anyone who sees a stray cat to
contact FURR and they can find
the cat, trap it and if needed,
seek medical treatment.
On average a spay or
neutered procedure cost ranges
from $150 to $300, which
makes it difficult for FURR to
be able to spay and neuter the
cats themselves.
Techen is also the founder
of the Nine Lives Cat rescue,

which started in 2006. Her
goal when starting this
group was to create a more
affordable way to fix stray cats,
as well as rehome the cats, who
are subject to euthenasia at
humane societies.
Natashca said a common
issue that occurs in Oxford
is people feeding stray cats,
without knowing if the cat has
an owner or not.
“It’s very important that
if you feed them, fix them,”
Techen said. “Ask your
neighbors if that is one of their

cats. If it’s not one of their cats,
assume responsibility and get
that cat spayed or neutered,
that’s the only way we can get
out of this.”
To identify if a stray cat
has been helped by FURR,
Natashca said to look at the
ears.
“The veterinarian does that
when they are sedated and get
spayed and neutered, they cut
a piece off their ear,” Techen
said.
At a distance, one can tell
that there is a piece missing,

and that shows FURR that the
cat does not need assistance.
Parham warns, however,
if one does come into close
contact with a stray cat, to not
approach it.
“They’re happy where they
live. If they’re true feral cats,
they don’t really want anything
to do with you. They’re not
adoptable,” Parham said.
So far, FURR has reduced
the number of feral cats from
200 to 20-30.
“You can see that we have
accomplished what we set out

to do, which is reduce the feral
cat population,” Parham said.
“It was a huge percentage, and
that’s good for the cats and it’s
also good for the people on
campus.”
If you want to get involved
with
either
the
FURR
organization or Nine Lives,
Techen encourages donations
or volunteer time. Both
organizations do not have space
to hold food, but the money
donated will be allotted for food
purchases as well as funding for
spay and neuter services.

Student pharmacists host Operation Immunization
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

As the South creeps further
into the fall, and therefore the
flu season, student pharmacists
on the University of Mississippi
campus are making their yearly
push to encourage the Ole Miss
community to get the flu shot.
The program, Operation
Immunization, is being hosted
by the university’s chapter of
the
American
Pharmacists
Association Academy of Student
Pharmacists. They have been
holding flu shot clinics across
campus since Sept. 14. The last
will be today from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Pavillion.
The shot is $40 and is covered
by most insurance plans. Those
in the university community who
plan to receive a shot at Operation
Immunization should arrive with
their insurance card and Ole Miss
ID. The full or remaining cost can
be charged to bursar accounts.
Their
website
reads,
“Operation immunization is an
awareness campaign designed to
increase the public’s knowledge
while increasing the number of
adults receiving immunizations.”
According to the Centers for
Disease Control, 48.4% of adults

— individuals aged 18 or older —
received the flu shot during the
2019-20 flu season. Preliminary
estimates from the CDC suggest
that 35 million Americans
experienced flu-related illnesses
and 20,000 died because of flurelated illnesses.
“I think that getting the flu
shot is important because we’re
not only protecting ourselves
from the virus, but also protecting
those who may not be able
to get the virus or who are
immunocompromised,” Lindsey
Hohlt, a pharmacy student
administering the flu vaccine,
said.
Though
Operation
Immunization comes to a close
today, there are many more
opportunities on campus and
throughout Oxford to get the
flu shot. It is being offered at
Pharmacy Health Services inside
the health center on campus. The
city of Oxford frequently offers
pop-up vaccination sites. Many
retail locations such as Walmart,
CVS, Kroger and Walgreens offer
the flu shot annually.
Sophia Jaramillo contributed
reporting.
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Pharmacy students administered ﬂu shots to students starting Sept. 14 through Oct. 14.

2022 Ole Miss Yearbook
Senior Portraits
When:

Where:

Scheduling:

Questions?

www.ouryear.com
(school code 141)

1-800-OUR-YEAR
During normal business hours.

October 11-15
October 18-22
October 25-29

Ole Miss Student Union,
Third Floor Lobby Hallway

SENIORS (Class of 2022): Schedule appointments at www.ouryear.com.
School code: 141 or call 1-800-OUR-YEAR (1-800-687-9327).
CDC-recommended guidelines will be followed.
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teaching in person and will
be glad when the pandemic is
behind us so we can go back
to seeing each other’s full
faces,” Benson said.
Unlike Benson, Walker
is partial to teaching in the
classroom, and is happy to
have that privilege restored.
“I 100% prefer teaching in
the classroom. I am thankful
that we did not lose over a
year of learning because of
Covid, but I am much happier
being in person with my
students,” Walker said.
Students have said they
are equally grateful to be
back on campus.
Barri Margaret Teeter,
a junior secondary English
education major, said that
after a semester consisting
of 18 hours and only one inperson class, she is happy to
be back in the same room as
her professors.
“It’s a lot better than
online because I can see my
professor,” Teeter said.
Ryan Phillips, a junior
biology major, is also grateful
to be interacting with his
professors and classmates
beyond a computer screen.
“It’s so important to get
to know your professors and
classmates, and I wasn’t able
to do that last year,” Phillips
said.
Phillips also acknowledged
one key benefit of in-person
classes: better focus.
“It’s way easier to stay
engaged when I’m physically
present and invested in the
people around me, and I’m
super thankful to have that,”
he said.
Bethany Martin, a junior
history major, said she is
also finding it easier to stay
focused this semester. She
believes that being in the
classroom is essential.
“Personally, I prefer inperson, mostly because I feel
it’s much healthier to be able
to get out and physically go

ILLUSTRATION: MICHAH CRICK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

to class, not to mention that I
know I am able to focus much
more when I am physically in
class,” Martin said.
Freshman
are
having
a
particularly
notable
transition,
having
just
completed their last two
years of high school either
partially or fully virtual.
Anna
Hutchinson,
a
freshman nursing major,
noted that her unusual junior
and senior years of high
school left her feeling behind
when transitioning to Ole
Miss.
“Teacher
expectations
are considerably different
in-person vs. online, and it
is an adjustment,” she said,
“I think my last two years of
high school did not prepare
me at all for college.”
Beyond
students
and
professors, those that help
keep the university running
smoothly had to shift during
the pandemic.
One of the most important
elements of this campus is
the landscaping. Ranked as
one of the nation’s 50 most
beautiful
campuses,
the
foliage at Ole Miss is one

of the reasons prospective
students choose to apply.
Jeff McManus, director of
landscaping on campus, said
that the lockdowns starting
in March 2020 actually
offered him and his team an
opportunity to move more
freely on campus and work
harder.
“The great part was
when everyone left campus
at spring break, we had
the campus to ourselves to
make Ole Miss beautiful for
when everyone came back,”
McManus said.
Still, McManus said he is
glad to finally have the full
number of students walking
around campus again.
“We sure missed having
students on campus last year
and I am very glad they are
back this year. It’s nice having
students enjoy the Grove,
going to sporting events and
experiencing the in-person
college life,” he said.
Another part of campus life
affected by the pandemic was
the Office of Sustainability.
Kendall McDonald-Robinson
said that the Office of
Sustainability
relies
on

events held in person. When
everyone went home, she
and her co-workers had to
find new ways to engage with
students.
“So
much
of
environmental
and
sustainability work depends
on building relationships
and
partnerships.
This
was especially difficult to
do remotely,” McDonaldRobinson said.
McDonald-Robinson, like
McManus, chose to use the
last year as a much-needed
respite in order to reevaluate
and reorganize the Office of
Sustainability.
“While this was difficult,
reducing our operational
responsibilities during this
time did give our office a
rare window to reevaluate
much of our programming
and priorities,” she said.
“With the hustle and bustle of
typical semesters, we rarely
have the opportunity to do
so.”
Despite
the
overall
feeling of relief surrounding
returning to campus, there
are some creeping feelings
of apprehension. Many can’t
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help but worry about the
virus.
“I have concerns about
public safety, especially when
seeing non-observance of
basic mask protocol in public
spaces,” Phillips said.
Benson shared similar
concerns.
“I am glad to be back in
person, but bringing large
numbers of students into
a classroom given the late
summer COVID-19 surge was
pretty concerning,” she said.
As a biologist, Benson said
she would have preferred
that the school implement
a vaccine mandate rather
than just a mask mandate.
The Institutes of Higher
Learning voted on Sept. 17
to ban all public colleges and
universities in Mississippi
from
mandating
the
COVID-19 vaccine.
Despite a lingering feeling
of apprehension, it’s safe to
say that university students
and faculty are grateful to
reunite with their beloved
campus.
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Medical marijuana sparks statewide
demonstrations
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

Misssisippians across the
state gathered in six cities
this weekend, calling for the
legislature to hold a special
session to pass legislation on
legalizing medical marijuana.
The demonstrations happened
in six cities, the closest one
being Tupelo. Governor Tate
Reeves has said he will call for
a special session, but has yet to
say when.
The protests were organized
by a group called “We are the
74.” The Facebook group has
roughly
14,800
members.
Cynthia Tigerett, a member
of the group who attended
the protests in Tupelo, spoke
with The Daily Mississippian
— her involvement in the
demonstrations was personal.
“I had a friend with stage 4
colon cancer. She weighed 76
lbs. and couldn’t eat or get out
of bed. Her grandson talked her

into vaping cannabis,” she said.
“Within two days, she started
eating. She gained 39 lbs. in the
following six months, could go
to the grocery store and even
church on Sunday morning.”
Marijuana has long been
touted as a remedy for maladies
like pain related to chronic
illness and appetite, to name
a few. Despite this, the plant
is still federally illegal and
completely illegal in most states.
“What made me want to
protest is the added stress
she faced, scared to death
the community and the
police would find out she was
‘smoking pot.’ She died three
weeks ago, terrified of going
to jail for a plant that grows
wild,” Tigerett said. “We are
hoping to destroy the stigma
attached to cannabis, making
it a mainstream medicine. We
are not hoping, but demanding
action in accordance with our
will and quite frankly, we do not
care what Tate Reeves or any

other elected official wants. We
outvoted all of them.”
“We are the 74” is a nod to
the 74% of Mississippians who
voted for Ballot Initiative 65 in
November 2020, only for it to
be overturned by Mississippi’s
supreme court the following
May. In late September, Speaker
of the Mississippi House of
Representatives Phillip Gunn
reported
that
lawmakers
had reached an agreement.
Mississippians now wait for the
2022 legislative session or for
Reeves to call a special session.
Senior integrated marketing
communications major Austin
Green shared his thoughts. He
said he believes that legalizing
marijuana for medical, and even
recreational use, will benefit
Mississippi in the long run.
“Other states are gonna do it
and we are still putting people in
prison for it, yet the state doesn’t
even have enough money for
it’s prisons,” Green said. “I
think it should be pushed past

ILLUSTRATION: KATHERINE BUTLER

medicinal to recreational and
use that money to put back into
state systems.”
If the new legislation is
passed and the growth and
administration of marijuana for
medicinal purposes is legalized

in Mississippi, then Mississippi
will become the 20th state (plus
Washington, DC and Guam) to
have legalized the flower in some
form. All forms of marijuana are
still federally illegal.

Paint no banner like Hermine’s banner
BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

Hermine Granberry has
always had an eye for art, but it
wasn’t until she started making
banners for Kappa Kappa
Gamma when all eyes were on
her work.
Granberry is a junior
integrated
marketing
and
communications major from
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. From a
young age, Granberry gravitated
towards art classes, until the
woes of high school took away
her free time. Once Granberry
came to the University of
Mississippi, however, her love for
art resurfaced again and drew her
towards painting banners.
“Growing up and going to
Ole Miss games, my favorite part
was walking down Sorority Row
and looking at all the banners,”
Granberry said. “I remember
being like 10 and going through
the Kappa house because my
mom was a Kappa and looking
at the banner room itself, and it’s
cool because it’s full circle because
that’s where I’m working now.”
As a freshman, Granberry
was the assistant banner chair for
Kappa Kappa Gamma. However,
this role was cut short due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. In fall
2020, she was promoted to cochair.
“When I got back my
sophomore year, I hadn’t painted
a banner or even bought the
supplies for what a banner would
need,” Grandberry said. “I was
basically thrown into it, and it
was always something I wanted
to be a part of. I’ve just been really
grateful that I am able to be a
part of (making banners for my
sorority).”
Granberry also works with

her co-chair Hillary Kaniecki,
a junior integrated marketing
communications
major.
Granberry and Kaniecki work
on the Kappa Kappa Gamma
banners together.
“My favorite banner we did
was last year’s Lane Kiffin and
working on it together was a
blast. She is so easy to work with
and such a nice, humble person.
She absolutely crushed last
year’s Care Walk banner all on
her own.” Kaniecki said. “I love
how we feed off of each other’s
ideas and how we can give each
other the creative freedom to do
projects on our own, while still
working as a team.”
Making a banner is more than
what meets the eye. Granberry
said it takes her about six hours to
paint a drop cloth that is 9 feet by
12 feet. In addition to painting, she
uses a program called Procreate
on her iPad, which allows her to
digitally design the artwork.
Grandberry walked through
the steps of making a banner.
First, she must create the design
for the banner. She is typically
given a theme of what the banner
will be about and from there she
puts her own spin to it. Granberry
painted banners with Lane Kiffin,
Meet you at Swayze, Cheetah
Girls, Sigma Nu and more Kappa
Kappa Gamma themes. Once she
has an idea in mind, she then
takes that idea and draws it on
Procreate. Procreate allows her
to play around with colors and
shades. Granberry tries to ensure
that these designs are readable to
onlookers.
“When you’re driving by
houses you can’t stop and look,
so you need to be able to have a
clear image, make sure it’s clean,
make sure it’s readable, and that
people know exactly what it is,”
Granberry said.
Once she has finalized her

design and figured out what
colors will be on the banner, she
then takes a trip to either Ace
Hardware or Home Depot. At
these places, she buys the drop
cloth, paint and paintbrushes.
Some designs call for unique
color shades that can be hard to
find, Granberry said.
Granberry recalled a time
where she needed hot pink for the
Sigma Nu Food Stock banner that
was inspired by Woodstock. Since
hot pink is not a commonly used
wall paint, Granberry had some
time finding the correct shade.
“I was like, ‘Is it hot pink or
is it just really bright red?’ I just
couldn’t tell, especially when
you’re looking at colors for a long
time that are in the same shade
range,” Granberry said. “You
have to step back a little bit and
just reevaluate, look at the colors
again, but I was able to find this
very vibrant pink at the end.”
Granberry does not just paint
banners, though. She has an
art account on Instagram that
showcases all of her banners
and commission work. Her
commission work ranges from
birthday posters to corn hole
boards, and her recent projects
have been champagne bottles.
Walker
Jay
Patterson,
a sophomore public policy
leadership major, purchased
a personalized cornhole board
from Granberry.
“I would see her art online and
out front of the Kappa house, and
I was really impressed. I figured
she was someone who could
commission artwork to my liking,
and she did just that,” Patterson
said. “I’m a huge Ole Miss
Baseball fan, and Hermine was
able to turn some blank boards
into something really neat for my
friends and I.”
In high school, Granberry
and her younger sister Jan ran a

PHOTO COURTESY: HERMINE GRANBERRY

watercolor t-shirt business called
Meraki. While the business no
longer sells products, Hermine
still uses her creativity to produce
other merchandise.
Since holding the position
of co-chair and producing
commission work on Instagram,
Granberry has learned a lot
about creating art. She said
the key lesson is collaboration.
Collaboration allows Granberry
to look at her art with a new set of
eyes. Art also gives her the ability
to challenge and push herself to
do difficult things.
“I love the mental challenge of
it and my mind kind of evaluates
and figures it out. It’s like a
puzzle to me,” Granberry said.
“When you challenge yourself
you continue to get better and so
that’s just been really rewarding

to see and then also it makes you
really proud because you’re like, ‘I
did this, I came up with this and I
produced it and it was something
that I did myself.’ So it’s always
very rewarding.”
Although Granberry does
not want to pursue art as her
career, she said she will always
use inspiration from it as she
continues throughout her life.
“(Art) will never be something
that will be my job, my income
will not rely on it. It will be a place
for me to create and do my own
thing,” Granberry said. “I just love
the skills that you can continue to
build. You don’t have to stop at a
certain level, you can continue to
get better. So it’s something that
I’ve definitely been grateful to
kind of have reenter my life.”
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It’s a party in
the Sip!

Kaleb Henry rides a mechanical shark in front of the Student Union.

Students cheer after a failed two point conversion by Arkansas secures Ole Miss’s 52-51 homecoming game victory on Oct. 9.
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Members of the Theta Psi chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority perform at Union
Unplugged in front of the Student Union on
Oct. 7.

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Ole Miss quarterback Matt Corral fights Arkansas defensive lineman
Dorian Gerald for a first down during Ole Miss’s homecoming game on
Oct. 9.
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“Home Sweet
Home” ?

CATHERINE JEFFERS

thedmsports@gmail.com

As Matt Corral drops back
to send the ball downfield to
Dannis Jackson, the infamous
sounds of Neyland Stadium
blare through the speakers at
the Ole Miss Football practice
field and into his ears. Much
to the surprise of his players,
Lane Kiffin opted to queue
up “Rocky Top,” the classic
fight song for the Tennessee
Volunteers, during Tuesday’s
practice.
On Saturday, Oct. 16, the
Ole Miss Rebels will enter
Neyland Stadium to take on
the Tennessee Volunteers
at 6:30 p.m. CT in what will
mark the return of Lane
Kiffin as a head coach since
he led the Vols in 2009. After
Kiffin’s controversial decision
to leave, many Tennessee
faithful fans protested his
departure and they will likely
create a hostile environment
this coming Saturday.
“We have a lot of work to
do, and we’re getting ready
for a challenging place to play.
It’s on schedule to be their
first sellout in years so it’s
a very loud place, especially
at night, and their team’s
playing extremely well with
two conference blowouts in a
row, lighting up on offense.
This is going to be extremely
challenging,”
Kiffin
said
during his weekly press
conference.
In their first sellout in
four years, Tennessee will be
looking for their third SEC
win in a row. After losses to
the University of Pittsburgh

and the University of Florida,
Tennessee flipped a switch,
blowing out SEC foes Missouri
and South Carolina.
In their 14-38 loss to
Florida, quarterback Hendon
Hooker was sacked four
times and had a completion
percentage of 56%. The
following week, the Vols put
up 683 yards on offense in
their 62-24 win over Missouri,
with Hooker throwing for 225
yards and three touchdowns.
He finished the day with a
completion percentage over
78%. Although Hooker did
not earn the starting job at
the beginning of the season,
he has continued to develop
and prove himself after starter
Joe Milton suffered an injury
against Pittsburgh.
While it appears Tennessee
has been blowing their latest
opponents out of the water,
they faced a lackluster 3-3
Missouri team and a South
Carolina offense that only put
up 101 rushing yards against
Troy out of the Sun Belt
Conference.
On the other side of this
matchup, Ole Miss is riding
high after beating then No.
13 Arkansas in a packed
house at Vaught-Hemingway
Stadium on Oct. 9. In his
redemption
game,
Matt
Corral took everything he
learned in last season’s sixinterception showing against
the Razorbacks and ran with
it. Corral accumulated 381
yards on offense, rushed
for two touchdowns, threw
two touchdown passes and
finished the day with no
interceptions.

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Ole Miss running back Snoop Conner receives a pass from quarterback Matt Corral in a game against
Arkansas on Oct. 9.
Corral’s physicality was
truly on display in the Rebels
52-51 nail-biting win over
Arkansas. On the second
touchdown drive of the game
when Coach Kiffin opted to
go for two, Corral barreled
into the endzone, through the
extended leg of a Razorback
defender and bodying another
to tie the game 14-14. With
the clock ticking at the end of
the first half, Corral drove his
team down the field and ran
it in from seven out to put the
Rebels up by a touchdown at
the half.
Despite a parade of points
by the Rebel offense, there is
still some defensive work to be
done. After Chance Campbell’s
fumble recovery in the second
quarter, the defense did not
seem to have an answer for
Arkansas.
Running
back
Raheim Sanders put up 139
rushing yards on the Rebel
defense, including a 42 yard

DOMINO’S DOMINO’S
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OPEN LATE! THURS-SAT
10:30 AM-3 AM
4v4 Indoor Volleyball League

Madden League

the Rebels.
The Rebel defense will
have their work cut out for
them, but they know exactly
how to handle the Vols. Kiffin
noted the similarities between
the Rebels and the Vols.
“The tempo aspect of it
and how that’s managed and
practiced. How receivers play
positions and get the ball,
all of that stuff is the same.
We moved a little bit from
where they’re at with different
plays just like they have with
us, but the base system, not
necessarily the routes, but
the base system of how it’s
practiced, run and efficient
during a game is the same,
which is the same as what we
just played last week.”
Catch the Rebels up on
Rocky Top on Saturday, Oct.
16 as they continue to make a
push for SEC West contention.
Kickoff is set for 6:30 p.m. CT
on SEC Network.

NOW DRIVERS
HIRING

662.236.3030 662.236.3844
lt’s Time to Register
for Fall 2021
Intramural Sports!

run during the third quarter.
Quarterback K.J. Jefferson,
who ran for three touchdowns,
was only sacked once, a season
low for the Rebel defense
that wrapped up opposing
quarterbacks 11 times in the
previous four games.
For the Rebels to succeed
against Tennessee’s newly
high-functioning
offense,
they have to tackle well. Too
many times, opponents have
broken tackles and gained
yards
after
encountering
a Rebel defenseman. The
Rebels need to be physical and
dominate early, stopping the
Tennessee run game before
it gets a chance to roll. The
Volunteers and Rebels are
almost neck and neck in total
rushing offense, with Ole Miss
sitting in fifth in the NCAA at
259.6 offensive rushing yards
per game, and Tennessee with
253.7 rushing yards per game,
putting them two spots below

Badminton Tournament

3v3 Basketball Tournament

Registration ends 10/19 Noon Registration ends 10/19 Noon Registration ends 10/26 Noon Registration ends 11/9 Noon

Innertube Water Polo
Tournament

Registration ends 11/16 Noon

Turner Center Room 112
imsc@olemiss.edu
662.915.5573
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Let’s talk football with the Rock Solid Sports producer
RUBY DRAAYER

thedmsports@gmail.com

In preparation for the Ole
Miss game against Tennessee
this Saturday, Assistant Sports
Editor Ruby Draayer sat down
with Jason Wyrick, executive
producer of Rock Solid Sports
on WUTK Radio. Check out
what Jason has to say.
Q: What is the overall
feeling of the fan base and the
town with Lane Kiffin coming
back to Neyland Stadium?
A: I think it is a mixed bag.
There are those who still resent
Coach Kiffin for bolting to USC
and really want the Vols to stick
it to him upon his return. On
the flip side, many also either
do not want to give Kiffin the
satisfaction of being detested,
have moved on and are happy
with Josh Heupel and so could
not care any less who is on the
other side, or both. I feel like
the majority of the fanbase
probably lies somewhere in the
middle, though. Of course there
is some lingering animosity,
but all things said, most fans
are happy with the tangible
progress Coach Heupel has
made so far and that is what is
most important to the majority
of Tennessee fans in my
opinion.
Q: Tennessee has sold out
the stadium for the first time
since 2017. It is also rumored
that it will be checkered this
weekend. What is that like for
opposing teams, and how big of
a deal is this matchup?

A: Neyland Stadium has
historically been one of the most
hostile environments in all of
college football and I expect the
atmosphere on Saturday to be
electric. Even without sellouts

in support. The “Checkered
Neyland” tradition is making
a return as well on top of that
other return to Neyland that
has some fans excited too.
Q: The Ole Miss (D?) has

held out because of the nature
of the blowout and would’ve
been okay to play if needed. The
offense runs through Evans,
who pounds the football on the
ground doing the dirty work

ILLUSTRATION: MICAH CRICK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

it is a tough place to play, but
when all 102,455 seats are filled,
it is on another level of raucous.
Beyond this being the most
significant football game in
five years here, the excitement
around the program is real and
fans are excited to finally have
a meaningful night game at
Neyland and are going all out

struggled so far this season,
what offensive weapons do the
Volunteers have that we should
be worried about?
A: On offense, the engine
has to be running back Tiyon
Evans if he is healthy. He
exited the game against South
Carolina and did not return, but
the general thought is he was

to set up Hendon Hooker’s
passing opportunities. Without
success in the running game,
Tennessee’s offense will be
severely handicapped.
Q: So far, what has
impressed you the most about
the Rebels this season? What
has underwhelmed you?
A: I am certainly impressed

with the offensive tenacity the
Rebels have shown to begin the
season, especially the ability
of Matt Corral to protect the
football. I have only watched
one Ole Miss game start to finish
(against my undergrad alma
mater, Louisville) but in what
I have seen since, the ability to
protect the football in the air
while still moving it and scoring
with relative efficiency has
remained a trend. The defense
has been underwhelming to me,
especially later in games. The
apparent lack of dependable
depth has been an issue I have
noticed and against Tennessee,
it will be exacerbated. It will
need to be addressed or it is
liable to become a problem for
Ole Miss as the game wears on.
Q: What are you most
looking forward to with this
game?
A: I am personally most
looking forward to playing a
ranked opponent at night in
Neyland with a good chance to
compete and not just expecting
to get blown out (wow, that is a
pleasant change!)
Q: Do you have any
predictions?
A: I think this game will
be very emotional, feeding
off of the crowd’s energy and
will remain relatively close
throughout. I am going to
predict Mississippi to win by
one score, but I think it will be
a game that goes down to the
wire. Give me Ole Miss 48-44.
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SEC pick ‘em: Week 7
thedmsports@gmail.com

No. 13 Ole Miss at
Tennessee: Aidan Gallardo
Final Score Prediction:
Ole Miss 48, Tennessee 42
Lane Kiffin is finally
returning
to
Knoxville,
Tennessee after his departure
back in 2009, and I don’t
necessarily believe that fans
will welcome him back with
open arms. I expect there to
be a lot of booing, chants and
popcorn.
If you like to watch offense,
this is certainly the game for
you. Ole Miss and Tennessee
rank in the top three in the SEC
in terms of yards per game, with
Ole Miss being ranked one and
Tennessee ranked three. This
game will be an old-fashioned
high-scoring shootout.
Ole Miss has just come
off a crucial victory over then

No.13 ranked Arkansas and
is feeling good. Matt Corral
played great. Snoop Conner ran
for three touchdowns, and the
Rebels rose in the AP rankings,
switching places with Arkansas

from No. 17 to No. 13.
But, this could be a trap
game for the Rebels. Tennessee
is sneaky good, especially on
offense. Tennessee quarterback
Hendon Hooker threw for 225
yards and three touchdowns
last week with a victory
against South Carolina. The
game before that was a victory
over Missouri. In that game,
Tennessee running back Tiyon
Evans ran for 156 yards and
three touchdowns. So, there’s
some life on the offensive side
of the ball.
What’s better than an SEC
football game under the lights
with some animosity towards
Kiffin? Can Ole Miss shut out
the distractions leading up
to this game? Will Corral be
able to stay focused in a soldout hostile stadium? How will
the Ole Miss defense improve
after last week’s sub-par
performance?

We’ll find out on Saturday
night.
No. 5 Alabama at
Mississippi State: Ruby
Draayer

Final Score Prediction:
Alabama 77, Mississippi
State 0
I’ve seen a lot of hilarious
tweets
this
week
from
Mississippi
State
fans
discussing how they want this
game to go. A lot of them have
been saying that of course, they
want to beat Alabama, but if
they do, Ole Miss will have a
legitimate chance to win out in
the SEC West. The reason that
this is so great is because there
is no way in he** that Alabama
loses this game on Saturday.
Alabama will travel to
Starkville on Saturday after
coming off a thrilling loss to the
Texas A&M Aggies last week.
Not only will the Crimson Tide
have a vicious response, but
they also haven’t lost a game
since the 2019 season. Losing
is not typically a term that
Alabama or head coach Nick
Saban is familiar with, and
when they do happen to lose,
things don’t typically go well
for the next team they play. The
following game after the last
Alabama loss, the Crimson Tide
put up 48 points on Arkansas,
and the defense allowed only
seven points. Those points
came in the fourth quarter only
after Saban pulled the starters
from the game.
On
the
other
hand,
Mississippi State is also terrible.
Their awful offense has been
disguised with padded checkdown stats from quarterback
Will Rogers. Rogers has a
whopping 248 attempts with
an average of 6 yards per
attempt. Not ideal for an air
raid offense!!! His longest on
the season is 41 yards, laugh
out loud. Head Coach Mike
Leach has not shied away
from his distaste for a running
game. In the first six games, the
Mississippi State Bulldogs had
281 rushing yards, total. Yes,

ILLUSTRATIONS: VANESSA CLARK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

total. In comparison, Ole Miss
has played one less game and
has 1,298 rushing yards. Yikes.
I’m no expert, but heading into
an Alabama game with a onedimensional offense, is never a
great idea.
No. 11 Kentucky at No. 1
Georgia: Catherine Jeﬀers
Final Score Prediction:
Georgia 35, Kentucky 14
If you would’ve told me last
year that Kentucky at Georgia
was going to be a College Game
Day game, I would’ve laughed
in your face. You’re telling me
that a mediocre Kentucky team
that went 5-6 last year has
turned it around and is 6-0,
beating the likes of LSU and
Florida!? Now that’s my kind of
comeback kid story.
Despite this, there’s no
chance Kentucky has Georgia’s
number in Athens. We’ve
seen the dominance from the
Bulldogs this season — they’re
scary and are making goodlooking offenses look silly.

Against Auburn, Georgia held
the Tigers to 46 rushing yards,
but still let Auburn throw for
272 yards, something they’re
going to have to shut down
against Kentucky.
Kentucky’s quarterback Will
Levis threw for 145 yards against
LSU and had three touchdown
passes. Kavosiey Smoke and
Christopher Rodriguez Jr. led
the way on the ground for the
Wildcats, accounting for 251
of the 330 total rushing yards
against LSU.
However, Georgia’s defense
is a brick wall. At 6 feet, 6 inches
and 340 pounds, Jordan Davis
is a big man on the Bulldog
defensive line and can keep up
with the best of them. There’s
no shot Kentucky puts up over
150 rushing yards, a feat that
will be hard to overcome to
earn a win in Athens.
Kentucky will put up the
most points on Georgia thus
far, but the Dawgs can get it
done.
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Fall 2021 Initiates
College of Liberal Arts
Minnie Blackman
Nicholas Branch
Camille Couey
Anna Couhig
Braxton Crumpler
Anderson DeWitt
Jorge Flores
Ashlyn Gaar
Natalie Gault
Edith Green
Jessica Herron
Caitlin Jennings
Youssef Kishk
Ethan Lambert
Katelin Lawrence
Samantha Leon
James Loome
Abigail Metcalf
George Monroe
Mary Murphy
Heidi Myers
Savannah Pettey
Tyler Pitts
Alayna Poston
Edwin Reed
Anna Robertson
Hattie Sergent
Kaylee Sims
Kellie Smith
Makayla Steede
Harrison Stewart
Addison Suber
Ember Suh
Maggie Thomas
Lindsee Washington
Connor Young
Graduate School
Hoda Alsayed Mohamed Ahmed
Premalatha Balachandran
Amie Bernstein Clark
Julia Brechtel
Lt. Col. Robert L. Burton
Anthony Cazares
Diala Husni Chaney
Joy Clark
Monica Lynette Coleman
Alan M. Cuff
Matthew Davis
Rasha Elkanayati
Marlie Farrar
Bisrat Fenta
Caroline Gleason
Tiffany Nicole Goldman
Emily Gravlee
Thomas Wade Griffin
Karen Lynn Hillis
Claire E. Hollabaugh
Rebekah Hunter
Jasmine Ickom

Anna Claire Ivy
Margaree Gabrielle Jackson
Sara Hinkle Jordan
Justin Johny Kallickal
Matthew Ryan Lempke
James Lynch
Avé Mayeux
Kate G. E. Meacham
Mandy Moore
Christi C. Morgan
Marcella Cascione Cerqueira Netto
Rob Olsen
Devika Vipul Patel
Charles Frederick Petrea
Lori Moore Prather
Mary Provence
Jeremy Roberts
Mallory Robertson
Nishanth Rodrigues
Daniel A. R. Saraceni
Janita M. Springfield
LaToya Lynette Spurlock-Fluker
Andrew Stapp
Chelsea Palmer Stephens
Derek Brison Stephens
Keon D. Stewart
Cameron Lee Trussell
Christilian Alicia Turner
Dugan Walker
Jaret Wade Webb
Kara White
Edward Thaddeus Wiggins
Marshall Wooldridge
Gene Adams Wright
Kerry J. Yancy, M.D.
Robert J. Yawn
General Studies
Bailey L. Filgo
Millicent Corinne Haggard
Jazmin King
Law
Carter E. Babaz
Mary Anna Brand
Channing J. Curtis
Sterling Eaves
Jessica R. McCool
Randolph S. Mikell
Patterson School of
Accountancy
Jess Elisha Cooley
Willow Crosby
Joshua Estess
Hannah Harris
Kristen Jebeles
Alexandra McConnell
Garrett Mills
Logan Moll
Anna Myers

Molly O’Connor
Samuel Rickles
John Michael Ritchie

Olivia Wank
Kianna Ware
Kammylynn Woxen

School of Applied Sciences
Sally Adcock
Alice Camille Baker
Ashlyn Banes
Erin Bowens
Molly Cate Bowman
Sarah Bryan
Makayla Fick
Anna Parks Flynt
John Mark Franz
Brooklyn Furse
Chamberlyn Grubbs
Anna Catherine Hildebrand
Hollis Johnson
Emily Anne Lewis
Dalton Massingill
Madilyn Morris
Landon Murphy
Catherine Page
Lauren Pepping
Jillian Rhian
Emalee Rushing
Harley Steen
Karlye Tolbird
Sarah Whitt
Rivers Womack
Madeline Zurbrugg

School of Education
Mackenzie Bailey
Troy Bone
Emily Brown
Casey Clark
Abby Clement
Caroline Cross
Madison Little
Camryn Long
Bethany Marshall
Lauren Nicole Parker
Shelby Phillips
Sadie Stocks
Sarah Catherine Ware

School of Business
Administration
Abigail Elizabeth Aulds
Caeli Bochicchio-Essex
Harrison A. Boyd
Greer Calvert
Taylor Cox
Julia Crumrine
Maren G. Egging
Katherine Grace Freed
Connor Janous
Mark Kornegay
Abi Martin
Taylor Northcutt
Devika Patel
Audrey Poole
Cody Poskin
Sarah Ruffin
Kendall Runzi
Lizzie Rushing
Amanda Elizabeth Scales
Shelby Sledge
Sadie Smith
Webster Ivo Strickland II
Alex Turner
Courtney Urode
Abigail Vandiver
Lizzie Walker
John Martin Walker

School of Engineering
Jake Akins
Jackson Dear
Stephanie Elizabeth Handford
Jonah Kocisko
Brannan Kovachev
Preston McWilliams
Macey Jewell Ross
School of Journalism
and New Media
Kathryn Albritton
Mary Boyte
Haley Clift
Katelyn Haberstroh
Kennedy Lawing
Kelly Li
Sage McNamara
Rachel Miller
Allie Moore
Rabria Moore
Regan Muirhead
Caroline Otto
Laura Leigh Petteway
Catherine Romaine
Daly Williams
School of Pharmacy
Caleb Bloodworth
Elise Crumrine
Camille Culp
Erin Lomenick
Edward H. Puckett
Maria Robinson Sallee
Morgan Bradford Whited
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“One Night Stand” at Ole Miss Motel
KATE KIMBERLIN

thedm features@gmail.com

The 14th annual “One Night
Stand” art show returns to the
Ole Miss Motel this Saturday
after cancelations due to
COVID-19 last year. The exhibit,
which has been a cornerstone of
the arts community since 2007,
will showcase the work of nine
artists from around the South,
who will each take over one room
of the motel.
Erin Austen Abbott, who
founded the show in 2007, said
the show’s return comes with
mixed emotions.
“Well, I am nervous about it
being back, of course, because of
COVID,” Abbott said. “But I am
excited that it can continue and
that the artists were on board to
help make that happen.”
The original concept of the
show was to let artists display
their work in their room in
whatever way they see fit — and
let patrons roam the hotel from
there.
However, this year, Abbott

made some adjustments in order
to accommodate patrons’ and
artists’ safety. She said that the
event normally allows patrons to
move freely through the motel,
so the show will look a little
different for many.
“There
are
30-minute
intervals for people to sign up...
I’ve (also) got a system where
people will enter one-way,”
Abbott said.
Abbott also included a “first
dibs hour,” which will be the only
paying tickets--and will involve
patrons experiencing the event
an hour before the event starts.
“You can move freely,
especially if you’re a little more
worried (about going out),”
Abbott said. “There will only be
50 slots total to visit the nine
rooms throughout that hour.”
While she knows that this
aspect will be the most trouble
for the event, she is not worried
about how the patrons will react.
“I know everyone’s going
to be very understanding and
accommodating,” Abbott said.
This year’s efforts to organize
the event have been “more of a
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ACROSS
1- Copycat;
5- Stuffed shirt;
9- Famous last words;
13- Lone;
14- In shape;
16- Small batteries;
17- Seaweed;
18- Shed ___;
19- Adhesive;
20- “Bolero” composer;
22- Builds;
24- Bound;
27- Nicholas II was the
last Russian one;
28- Palm leaves;
29- Languid;
33- Mob scenes;
34- Sharpen;
35- It’s used to walk
the dog;
36- Part of i.e.;
37- Ventured;
38- ___-Cat;
39- ___-Ball;
41- Brain wave;
42- Prufrock’s creator;
44- Lightest element;
46- Spirit distilled from
wine;
47- Journalist Jacob;
48- A hobgoblin;
49- Igneous rock of a
lava flow;

52- Bagel topping;
53- Swedish pop band
whose hits include
“Waterloo”;
57- Zwei cubed;
58- Maker of Pong;
60- Put on;
61- Sewing case;
62- Burdened;
63- Grad;
64- Brass component;
65- Titanic’s undoing;
66- Edible roots;
DOWN
1- Inquire of;
2- “The Bells” poet;
3- Former measure of
length;
4- Later edition;
5- Used in building
casks;
6- Eminent;
7- Like Nash’s lama;
8- Actress Arthur;
9- Ardently;
10- Apply powder to
oneself;
11- Lacking slack;
12- Employs;
15- Clad;
21- No ifs, ___...;
23- Deserter;
24- Anew;

grassroots effort than it’s ever
been,” according to Abbott, who
did not have all artists confirmed
until about three weeks ago.
Some artists decided not to come
out of concern for their safety.
“I totally understood and gave
them a slot for next year if they
weren’t going to be on board this
year,” Abbott said. “This show
couldn’t go on without the artists
and without the artists’ support
— and, of course, the community
support — but the feedback that
I got last year when I didn’t do it
(expressed) disappointment.”
While this year’s show will
feature more regional artists,
Abbott usually invites artists
from across the country to
showcase their work.
“I always look forward to
bringing not just local artists
(to the show), but also bringing
artists to Oxford,” Abbott said. “I
really like to let them see what we
have going on in Oxford and just
how amazing our community
support is here.”
Heather Sundquist Hall, an
artist from Smithville, Texas, will
be making her third appearance
at “One Night Stand.”
“I think I’m excited in seeing
how this special and unique event
pivots into the weird times we are

38895
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living in and to get to experience
the joyful energy of the Oxford
community,” Sundquist Hall
said.
Sundquist Hall has only
presented her art once since the
pandemic began, relying almost
exclusively on social media to
share and sell her work.
“I am excited to have this
opportunity to witness people
seeing my work in real life
because it is such a great feeling,”
Sundquist Hall said.
Dave Patel, the manager of
the Ole Miss Motel, has been in
his position for 11 years. While
the relationship that Abbott has
with the motel superseded him,
Patel said that Abbott and the
show have always been great to
work with.

To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classifieds section,
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/
classifieds.

43- Purchasing option;
45- Lubricate;
46- Fist fighting;
48- Tree insect;
49- Folk singer Joan;
50- Broadway opening;
51- Steer clear of;
52- Put aboard;
54- Actor Lugosi;
55- Oz creator;
56- Upper limbs,
weapons;
59- Decorative flap on a
garment;

The “One Night Stand” art
show will be held at the Ole Miss
Motel on October 16, from 5:0010:00 p.m. Tickets are available
on the website and are free
outside of the “first dibs hour,”
which will be $25.00. For more
information, please visit the
Oxford Arts Council Website.
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flows;
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fingers;
40- Unpredictable; 42Bit of work;

“We’re very excited (about
the event this year),” Patel said.
“We missed it last year.”
Patel said that they are
expecting a large turnout for the
event since so many missed the
event last year.
“I think a lot of people missed
it last year. So since it’s coming
this year, I am optimistic that
a lot of people will come,” Patel
said.
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OPINION
Indigenous people deserve to be celebrated.
ABIGAIL MYERS

thedmopinion@gmail.com

Columbus Day has been
celebrated as a national holiday
since 1971, said to celebrate
Christopher Columbus’s arrival
and “founding” of the New
World, but many claim this
holiday overlooks the long
history of Indigenous people on
the continent. Just last week,
however, on Oct. 8, President
Joe Biden became the first
president to commemorate
Indigenous Peoples’ day in
addition to Columbus Day.
This commemoration is
not just long overdue, it is the
bare minimum of what needs
to be done for Indigenous
Americans.
I remember celebrating
Columbus
Day
growing
up, specifically celebrating
Columbus
and
his

achievements. In school, the
majority of what I learned
about Christopher Columbus
consisted of the classic rhyme:
In 1492, Columbus sailed the
ocean blue.
Megan Hill, a citizen of the
Oneida Nation of Wisconsin,
was also taught that popular
rhyme when she was in fourth
grade. This rhyme, however,
was incredibly jarring for her
and her family. When her
father heard that she learned it
in school, he drove to the school
to have an emergency meeting,
which ended up changing
the curriculum surrounding
Christopher Columbus in that
school district.
For
Hill
and
other
Indigenous people in the U.S.,
“Columbus Day represents a
celebration of genocide and
dispossession.” The day does
not celebrate the discovery

of America or the start of a
new nation, as I was taught in
school, but rather “celebrates
a fictionalized and sanitized
version
of
colonialism,
whitewashing generations of
brutality that many Europeans
brought to these shores.”
Celebrating
Columbus
Day does not make any sense.
He did not actually discover
anything, but he did cause the
death and enslavement of many
Indigenous people. While we as
a nation can never fix the death,
pain and destruction that
Columbus caused, we can make
the decision to stop celebrating
a day that honors him.
Indigenous Peoples’ Day
honors those who were here
long before Columbus ever
sailed to America. It honors the
people who lived in America
before it was ever “discovered.”
President Biden, in his speech

commemorating
Indigenous
Peoples’ Day, said it honors
“indigenous peoples’ resilience
and strength as well as the
immeasurable positive impact
that they have made on every
aspect of American society.”
Indigenous people are a part
of America, and celebrating
Columbus Day only serves to
isolate them and cover up that
this land was their home before
it became America. Even the
land in Oxford, Mississippi was
originally owned by Indigenous
Americans. In 1836, the year
Lafayette County was founded,
the Chickasaw Indian Cession
was signed, “a treaty that
instigated the removal of
most of the Indians in North
Mississippi” and gave Lafayette
County the land it inhabits
today.
Much of the history America
celebrates today happened

at the expense of Indigenous
people. The year 1836 is a year
of celebration for Oxford and
the University of Mississippi,
as it is the origin of this place
we have come to know and
love. The same year does not
evoke feelings of pride and
celebration for Indigenous
people, but rather sorrow
and even mourning for their
people’s homes and lives.
America owes Indigenous
people much more than a
day honoring them. Making
Indigenous Peoples’ Day a
national holiday instead of
Columbus Day is a start that
needs to happen.

Abigail
Myers
is
a
sophomore
majoring
in
English and psychology from
New Orleans, LA.

Knock knock. Who’s there? Climate Change.
HAL FOX

thedmopinion@gmail.com

Many students return home
from college on any given
weekend to spend time with
their families and relax in a
familiar environment. When
I visited home two weeks ago,
however, my environment was
anything but familiar. In fact,
I was forced to confront the
terrifying reality that one day,
likely in my lifetime, I will lose
my home. Again.
August’s
Hurricane
Ida completely debilitated
Louisiana. With sustained 150
mph winds — tied with 2020’s
Hurricane
Laura,
making
Louisiana the only state to be
hit by two 150 mph hurricanes
consecutively — Louisiana’s
power infrastructure, roads
and homes were all devastated.
It took three weeks to restore
power to the almost 1 million
people who lost it and even
longer to restore internet
access. My family only managed
because we are fortunate
enough to own a gas generator
— other people in my rural
community were not as lucky
as Louisiana crept into the late
stages of its blistering summer
heat.
Storms have shaped the
trajectory of my entire life. I
have lost my home once before,
to Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
My parents, my three-year-old
self and my newborn brother
all evacuated to a cabin in
the Mississippi Delta before
our
below-sea-level
house
succumbed to 12 feet of flood
water, an onslaught of liquid
filth full of the waste and debris
above and below the city streets.

Our home was destroyed, with
flood waters reaching into
our second floor, to the point
where even our fridge had
made the trek up the stairs.
We were fortunate enough to
have time to pack up our most
essential belongings and gather
our elderly relatives before the
storm hit, but others weren’t.
More than 40% of the 1300
people killed by Katrina were
over the age of 71. The elderly,
especially those that live alone,
are always the most vulnerable
in disaster situations, and I’m
lucky that my grandparents
weren’t among them.
After Katrina, my father
vowed to only buy property
above sea level, and he kept his
promise when he purchased our
home in Robert, Louisiana, a
small town about 20 minutes
away from New Orleans’ closest
suburb and an hour out from
the city itself. The sea level has
started rising and the coasts are
disappearing at such a rate that
New Orleans will be submerged
by 2040. While my house won’t
be submerged, some of the
communities that I have grown
up in my entire life will cease to
exist in the decades to come. My
descendants won’t be able to
attend the same schools I went
to growing up — they’d need
scuba gear to go to class.
The
beautiful
forests
surrounding my home are now
littered with the corpses of
half-ton pine and beech trees.
Under ordinary circumstances,
the pine would be back to full
height in 20 years while the
beech trees would take around a
few hundred, but how are these
trees supposed to reach full
height if they’re knocked down

by 150 mph winds every year?
As climate change continues
to worsen the frequency and
severity of hurricanes, many
of which will hit Louisiana,
Mississippi and the rest of the
Gulf Coast, how are people
supposed to continue living
there? If this year it takes a
month to restore power and
next year it takes just a little bit
longer, how much longer until
the power stays off for good? It
will only get worse with time.
Eventually, the natural
disasters and hurricanes that
plague my home will render it
uninhabitable. While there are
efforts in place to restore the
coast and prevent sea level rise,
these aren’t enough to stop the
degradation in its tracks, and
it may only become politically
viable to fully pursue it when
more people start losing their
homes to the Gulf. At that point
it will be too late. To halt the
ever-worsening
hurricanes,
it’d take extensive and intense
worldwide cooperative climate
reform. Essentially, the only
way out for Louisiana is to solve
climate change, and with the
current status of international
climate efforts, I’m becoming
increasingly pessimistic that
any help is coming in the future.
I’ve lost my home before, to
a powerful storm. Now, I and
12.3 million other Americans
living along a coastline have
to confront the reality that
they might lose their homes
too. There is a huge human
and cultural loss tied up in the
destruction of the Gulf Coast —
it isn’t just our houses at stake,
but our communities. The
places we grow up, fall in love,
make art, work jobs, celebrate

Mardi Gras, raise children and
plan to die. All of that human
experience,
collected
over
hundreds and hundreds of
years, will be gone.
This op-ed isn’t a call
to action, nor is it meant to
convince you of the science of
climate change (others have
already done a fantastic job of
that); it’s a cry for help, from

one Louisiana boy who loves
his home and is scared to lose
it again.
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